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IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S CALL AND IN THE SPIRIT
OF THE SISTERS OF CHARITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE,
THE FOUNDATION STRATEGICALLY USES
RESOURCES TO REDUCE POVERTY THROUGH
ACTION, ADVOCACY, AND LEADERSHIP.

MISSION
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FAMILIES IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
HAVE THE RESOURCES THEY NEED 
TO LIVE OUT OF POVERTY. 
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VISION



PRESIDENT & BOARD CHAIR



Donna Waites
President

Macon Lovelace
Board Chair 2024



Donna Waites 
President

Chynna A. Phillips* 
Senior Director of
Policy and Research

Ericka Wooten 
Director of Culture and
Values

SK D. Catalano
Community 
Engagement Manager

Hiller Davenport 
Special Assistant to 
the President and Operations
Manager

Melinda A. Merrell
Senior Director of
Grantmaking

MEET OUR 2024
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Meredith Mathews*
Senior Director of
Grantmaking and
Strategy

TEAM

*Denotes departure from the organization in 2024



MEET OUR
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Macon Lovelace, Chair
Trinity Partners

Lee Pearson, Vice Chair
USC Arnold School of Public Health

Tracy S. Bailey, Secretary
Freedom Readers

Thomas Otis, Treasurer 
Palmetto Infusion Services

Donna Waites, President/Ex Officio
Sisters of Charity Foundation of 
South Carolina

Michael Goar, Ex Officio
Sisters of Charity Health System

Kaela Bailey
HDR

Connie Breeden
The Law Office of Connie Breeden, LLC

Sr. Judith Ann Karam, CSA
Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine

Pam Bryant
Wells Fargo Foundation

Tony McDade
Community Leader and Educator

Mario Melendez
G3 Wealth Advisors

Rick Mendoza
Maynard Nexsen PC

Patricia Moore-Pastides
Author, Adjunct Professor, 
& Public Health Advocate

Adam Sheehan
Ryan Specialty Benefits

Maria Smoak
Community and Arts Volunteer

Mitch Watson
HUB International - Carolinas

Tiger Wells
Duke Energy Corporation

BOARD

2024 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Kari-Claudia Allen Harrington
USC School of Medicine

Maria Kratsios
Richland School District Two

Amanda Lawrence 
HCA Healthcare, South Atlantic Division

Ivan Segura
SC Commission for Minority Affairs

Alex Kubas
BlueCross BlueShield of SC



OUR CORE
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VALUES



CALL TO

CARITAS



In April, the Foundation hosted a field trip for board members and staff
to the International African American Museum. The museum sits on
Gadsden’s Wharf, the largest single point of entry into North America
for enslaved Africans between 1783 – 1807.

In keeping with the Foundation’s commitment to continuous learning,
this museum visit provided a better understanding of a critical part of
not only American history but more specifically South Carolina history.
The IAAM tells the unvarnished stories of the African American
experience through nine distinct galleries that explore the trauma and
triumph that gave rise to a resilient people who are still impacted by
this history. This trip also gave staff and board an opportunity to learn
important history that shapes and impacts the mission of the
Foundation.

MISSION & VALUES
A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING



LEARNING TOGETHER
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A VISIT FROM DR. DESMOND
In 2024, the staff and board read Poverty, By America by Dr. Matthew
Desmond as part of our ongoing commitment to deepen our
understanding of the complexities of poverty. 

Dr. Desmond’s book offers a critical examination of the structural forces
that perpetuate poverty in America, challenging us to think beyond
traditional charitable solutions and focus on addressing the root causes of
inequality and injustice.

The Foundation welcomed Dr. Desmond to South Carolina, hosting him for
a keynote lecture for over 200 statewide community and nonprofit leaders.
The event, “Dispelling Myths and Finding Solutions to Poverty in America,”
centered opportunities for strengthening a collective response and strategy
to reducing poverty.



Dr. Desmond challenged those of us working to reduce poverty to change
the narrative around people who are experiencing poverty and instead
elevate the need to examine who benefits from poverty. As a Catholic
organization dedicated to reducing poverty, we believe it is essential to
engage with thought leaders and research that push us to reflect on our
approach, ensuring that our work is informed by the latest insights and is
aligned with the social justice principles of Catholic Social Teaching. 
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“POVERTY ISN’T SIMPLY THE CONDITION OF
NOT HAVING ENOUGH MONEY. IT’S THE

CONDITION OF NOT HAVING ENOUGH CHOICE
AND BEING TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF BECAUSE

OF THAT.”

CONTINUED
A VISIT FROM DR. DESMOND

–– Dr. Matthew Desmond



This year, the Foundation engaged in research initiatives to elevate qualitative
data to center lived experiences. In order to deepen our understanding of poverty,
we sought to capture insights that quantitative data alone cannot fully express.
We partnered with two organizations, the Center for Applied Research and
Evaluation at the University of South Carolina’s Arnold School of Public Health
and Mpowrd Analytics, to gather perspectives on poverty from individuals across
our state. 

By conducting individual interviews and gathering narratives from those directly
affected by poverty, these data give a voice to those who are most impacted by
poverty, allowing their perspectives to shape policies, interventions, and public
discourse in a way that is more empathetic and grounded in reality. 

By prioritizing lived experiences, qualitative research helps us highlight how
intersectionality plays a role in shaping access to resources, opportunities, and
support systems. This nuanced perspective is instructing the Foundation to
develop targeted strategies around our grantmaking and advocacy work that
address the unique challenges of poverty, informed by the community. The
reports from this year of research will be released in 2025.

EXTERNAL

ENGAGEMENT

ULTIMATELY,  WE BELIEVE ELEVATING
QUALITATIVE DATA ENSURES THAT POVERTY

RESEARCH IS NOT JUST ABOUT NUMBERS, 
BUT ABOUT THE PEOPLE AND STORIES THAT

OFTEN GO UNHEARD.

Provided: United MinistriesProvided: The Sustainability InstituteProvided: SC Fair Lending Alliance
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The Foundation continues to partner with organizations throughout the state that serve
individuals and families experiencing poverty through several areas of grant funding:
Meeting Immediate Needs, Breaking the Cycle of Poverty, and Systems Level Change.
Additionally, the Foundation allocates grant funding specifically for Healthy Learners and
the South Carolina Center for Fathers and Families, both designated as Family Ministries
of the Sisters of Charity Health System.

The Foundation’s grantmaking approach remained rooted in strategies designed for
effective, focused, and mission-driven grantmaking:

Strategically align grantmaking framework and Foundation resources to increase
the Foundation’s impact, focusing intentionally on the areas of breaking the cycle of
poverty and systems level change.
Steward resources effectively and efficiently through continued refinement of
grants management infrastructure. 
Cultivate a positive, value-aligned experience for applicants and grantee partners.
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GRANTMAKING

HIGHLIGHTS



$2.87
million

 in grant funding disbursed
to nonprofits across 

South Carolina

214

25 new
grantee partners

60.2% of 2024 grants dollars
provided to systems level
change and breaking the
cycle of poverty grantees
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46 COUNTIES
ALL
SERVED

TOTAL
GRANTS

GRANTMAKING
HIGHLIGHTS



Category 2024 Grants

Family Ministries* $165,000

Discretionary $252,000

Systems Level Change $880,000

Breaking the Cycle $850,000

Immediate Needs $725,000

TOTAL $2,872,000

Discretionary
8.8%

Family Ministries*
5.8%

Immediate Needs
25.2%

Breaking the Cycle
29.6%

Systems Level
Change
30.6%
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TOTALS
GRANTMAKING

*Family Ministries are Healthy Learners and South Carolina Center for Fathers and Families,
both entities founded by the Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine.



GRANTEE
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PARTNERS



GRANTEE
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PARTNERS
CONTINUED



                      ASSETS
$90,575,4542018

2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
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FINANCIAL

$100,053,315

$108,584,050

$112,898,417

$81,995,481

$94,131,957

$85,861,387

Provided: United Ministries




