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Sisters of Charity Foundation of South Carolina has been carrying out the philanthropic mission of the Sisters 
of Charity of St. Augustine since 1996,  investing more than $73 million in South Carolina’s communities and 
distributing more than 3,000 grants in all 46 counties.

 In 2019, we took time to reflect on our history and plan for our future by undertaking an intensive strategic 
planning process, which resulted in focusing on three main intentions: raise and extend the profile of the 
Foundation to inspire and influence positive change for those living in poverty in SC; deepen and sharpen 
our grantmaking focus for greater impact on our mission; and elevate and expand action and results in the 
diversity, inclusion and equity space as a driver of reducing poverty.

The last quarter of 2019 was largely devoted to preparing for the launch of these three strategic intentions 
including a complete revamp of our grantmaking framework that began in early 2020. Our grants team 
studied our past grantmaking, best practices from other foundations across the country, and sought 
feedback from current stakeholders to build a new application and review system that is equitable and 
streamlined and will continue to support our commitment to trust-based philanthropy.

We also continued to strengthen policy and advocacy work in 2019: we hosted our second Kinship Care Day 
at the Capitol and continued supporting the need for more resources for kinship care providers; worked to 
raise awareness for the College Access and Workforce Development Act which creates a pathway for DACA 
students to receive in-state, professional licensure and access to state scholarships; a listening session was 
held to learn more about the barriers that face individuals who are returning to society from the justice 
system; and staff took a lead role in advocating for a complete and accurate 2020 Census count.

In the area of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, we hosted three well-attended regional workshops for our 
grantee partners, entitled “Leading and Engaging Across Differences.”  The Foundation also continued its 
Benedict College President’s Fellows program, introducing the philanthropic sector to two outstanding 
African American male students. Additionally, it was determined in 2019, that in order for us to continue to 
deepen our DEI work, we needed a full time staff person to lead the efforts which led to us now having our 
first Director of Diversity Equity and Inclusion.

We hope this report provides an understanding of the Foundation’s impact in South Carolina in 2019. 
We also hope you are inspired to help us make positive change for people experiencing poverty in South 
Carolina and beyond.  We are humbled by and grateful for the many people who walk along with us in our 
quest to serve others across South Carolina.

In all things charity,

Thomas C. Keith  T  Thomas Otis    Lisa Bernardin
President & CEO    2019 Board Chair   2020 Board Chair
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EDUCATIONHEALTH SOCIAL
SER VICES

Total 2019 Grants:
$2,692,803 
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2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Current  Assets
Cash       $192,975 
Proper t y  and Equipment    $36,070
I nvestments      $100,055,315
Restr ic ted assets     $1 ,200

Total  Assets       $100,285,560
 
Current  L iabi l i t ies

Accounts  payable     $9 ,118
Accrued expenses     $54,509
Accrued payable     $20,646
Deferred Revenue    $9 ,931 
Total  L iabi l i t ies      $94,204

Total  Fund Balance     $100,191,356
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Lisa  Bernardin ,  Chair
T.  M itch Watson,  Vice  Chair
Br ian Murrel l ,  Secretar y
Andy Folsom,  Treasurer
Rev.  Ti f fany K nowlin-Boyk in 
Pam Br yant
Sr.  Judith  Ann K aram,  CSA
Tom Keith ,  Ex  O ff ic io
Dr.  Reshma K han

Susanna K rey,  Ex  O ff ic io
M ike McCabe
R ick  Mendoza
Thomas O t is
Patr ic ia  Moore -Past ides
Dr.  Lee Pearson
Dr.  Ronald Pi tner
K aren Smith
Mar ia  G.  Smoak

STAFF MEMBERS
Thomas C.  Keith ,  Pres ident
H i l ler  Davenpor t ,  Foundat ion Coordinator
K im Frohnappel ,  Direc tor  of  Operat ions  and Faci l i t ies
Meredith  Mathews,  Program Direc tor
Chynna A.  Phi l l ips,  Research and Pol ic y  Direc tor
Donna Waites,  Vice  Pres ident  of  Programs
Er ick a Wooten,  Direc tor  of  Divers i t y,  Equit y,  and I nclus ion
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• A Childs Haven Inc
• Anderson Free Clinic
• Anderson Interfaith Ministries
• Angels Charge Ministry
• Area Churches Together Serving Acts
• Ashley Hall Foundation
• Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired - Charleston
• Backpack Buddies Seabrook Island
• Barrier Islands Free Medical Clinic
• Beaufort-Jasper YMCA of the Lowcountry
• Berkeley County First Steps
• Bethany Christian Services of South Carolina
• Beyond Our Walls
• Big Brothers Big Sisters Of The Upstate Inc
• Bluffton Jasper County Volunteers in Medicine
• Bluffton Self Help
• Boys & Girls Club of the Lowcountry
• Bridges For End-Of-Life
• Camp Happy Days
• Carolina Youth Development Center
• Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Charleston
• Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Charleston - Pee Dee 

Regional Office
• Catholic Charities Office of Immigration Services
• Center for Community Services
• Central Baptist Church
• Central Midlands Justice Ministry
• Charleston Area Senior Citizens Services
• Charleston Dorchester Mental Health Center
• Charleston Jewish Family Services
• Charleston Legal Access
• Charleston Promise Neighborhood
• Children’s Cancer Centers of the Carolinas
• Children’s Recovery Center, Inc.
• Christian Assistance Bridge
• Circle of Hope Ministries
• Classy Smiles
• Columbia College
• Columbia College: Leadership Institute
• Columbia College: PLACE Fellows
• Communities In Schools of the Charleston Area, Inc.
• Communities in Schools of the Midlands
• Community Initiatives
• Community Kitchen of Myrtle Beach
• Community Medical Clinic of Kershaw County
• Community Works
• Compass of Carolina
• Developmental Center for Exceptional Children
• Dillon County First Steps
• Dorchester Children’s Advocacy Center
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen
• East Cooper Community Outreach

• East Cooper Ecumenical Network Inc
• East Cooper Meals on Wheels
• Eau Claire Shalom Ministries
• Edisto Indian Free Clinic
• EmmanuWheel
• Family Justice Center of Georgetown County
• Family Promise of Anderson County
• Family Promise of Beaufort County Inc.
• Family Y M C A Of Greater Florence
• Felician Center
• Florence Crittenton Programs of South Carolina
• Food For The Soul - Kershaw County Inc
• Foothills Family Resources
• Free Medical Clinic of Aiken, Inc.
• Free Medical Clinic of Darlington County
• Free Medical Clinic of Newberry County
• Freedom Readers Inc
• Friends of Momentum Bike Clubs
• Friendship Medical Clinic and Pharmacy
• Friendship Place
• Golden Corner Food Pantry
• Good Samaritan Clinic
• Great Falls Referral Assistance Service Project
• Greenville Free Medical Clinic
• Greenville Tech Foundation
• Greer Relief & Resources Agency
• Hands of Christ
• Harvest Hope Food Bank
• Healthy Learners
• Healthy Smiles of Spartanburg
• Help 4 Kids
• Help 4 Kids Florence
• HELP of Summerville
• Helping and Lending Outreach Support (HALOS)
• Helping Hand of Myrtle Beach
• Helping Hands of Georgetown
• Hilton Head Island Safe Harbour Inc
• Hispanic Alliance
• Homeless No More
• Homeless Period Project
• Homes of Hope
• HomeWorks of America
• Hope Center for Children
• Hope In Lancaster, Inc.
• Hope to Home Furniture Resource
• Hopeful Horizons
• Hopewell Senior Day Care Center
• Hospice and Palliative Care Foundation of South Carolina
• Housing Development Corporation of Rock Hill
• ICNA Relief USA, Shifa Free Clinic
• Impact America
• Institute For Child Success

GRANTEE PAR TNERS
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• James Island Outreach
• Jasmine Road Inc.
• Kershaw Area Resource Exchange - KARE
• Lighthouse Ministries
• Loaves & Fishes
• Lowcountry Food Bank
• Lowcountry Local First
• Lowcountry Orphan Relief
• LRADAC Foundation
• Lutheran Family Services in the Carolinas
• Lutheran Social Services of the Greater Charleston Area
• Meals on Wheels Bluffton-Hilton Head
• Meals On Wheels Of Greenville Inc
• MedNeed of SC
• Memory Matters
• Mental Health America Aiken
• Mercy Medicine Clinic
• Metanoia Community Development Corporation
• Meyer Center For Special Children
• Middle Tyger Community Center
• Midlands Housing Alliance
• Midlands Mediation Center
• Mill Community Ministries
• Miss Ruby’s Kids
• Neighborhood Outreach Connection
• New Directions of Horry County
• Northside Development Corporation
• Operation Home
• Operation Sight
• Our Lady of Mercy Community Outreach Services
• Palmetto Place Children’s Shelter
• Palmetto Project
• PASOs Programs
• Pattison’s  Academy
• Pendleton Place
• Phoebe Pember Foundation/The Sophia Institute
• Pickens County Meals On Wheels Inc
• Pro Bono Legal Services
• Rebuild Upstate
• Richland County Court Appointed Special Advocates
• Richland Library
• Richland School District Two
• Richland School District Two
• Ride To Work Ministry Nonprofit Inc
• Root & Rebound
• S.O.S. Health Care, Inc.
• Safe Harbor Inc
• Sandalwood Community Food Pantry
• Sea Haven
• Senior Resources
• Servants for Sight
• Serve & Connect
• Sexual Trauma Services of the Midlands
• Sistercare

• Soteria Community Development Corporation (CDC)
• South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center
• South Carolina Center for Fathers and Families
• South Carolina Collaborative for Race and Reconciliation
• South Carolina Institute of Medicine and Public Health
• Southeastern Chapter National Safety Council
• St. Cyprian Outreach Center
• St. Francis Center
• St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
• St. Martin de Porres Catholic School
• Student Action with Farmworkers
• Taylors Free Medical Clinic
• Teach For America - South Carolina
• Teach My People
• Teachers’ Supply Closet
• The ARK of South Carolina
• The Carolina Survivor Clinic at the University of South 

Carolina School of Medicine
• The Children’s Council
• The Dee Norton Lowcountry Children’s Center
• The Foothills Alliance
• The Free Medical Clinic
• The Green Heart Project
• The Salvation Army of the Midlands
• The Sustainability Institute
• Therapy Place
• Thumbs Up
• Together SC
• Together SC
• Trident Literacy Association
• Turning Leaf Project
• Union County Carnegie Library
• United Center for Community Care
• United Christian Ministries of Abbeville County
• United Ministries
• United Way Association of South Carolina
• United Way Association of South Carolina
• United Way Of Greenville County Incorporated
• United Way of Kershaw County
• United Way of the Midlands
• United Way of the Piedmont
• University of South Carolina Sumter & University of South 

Carolina Union: Rural Nursing
• University of South Carolina Center on Migration, Policy, and 

Society 
• Village Group
• Vital Aging of Williamsburg County
• Volunteers in Medicine
• Welvista, Inc.
• WINGS
• Women’s Rights And Empowerment Network
• YMCA of Greenville
• York County Free Clinic
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